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This note does not attempt an indepth analysis encompassing
the whole range of issues, but seeks to provide an approach
towards an appreciation of the problems of tribal-rural poor as
a necessary pre-condition for the formulation of adequate and
appropriate policy framework, programmes of development and
implementation strategies. Such an approach to a holistic
appreciation of 'Naxalism' involves (a) developing a unified
canvas emerging from the kaleidoscopic perceptions of the
problem, (b) taking cognizance of emerging issues, and (c)
attuning the diverse approaches into an integrated action in
tune with the canons of a welfare state. The primacy of focus
in this note is on the tribal segment of the rural poor labelled
in popular parlance as the problem of Naxalism.

Naxalism has "grown so complex over the past quarter of a century
that now it has come to mean different things to different people. A
number of 'administrative conferences' (centre-state, inter-state and
intra-state), 'academic seminars', committee reports and doctoral
dissertations have only added to the complexity. Any attempt at an
appreciation of the problem is compounded by the superimposition of
dialectic and semantic complexities on the one hand, and overlaps
between tribal and rural poor on the other. The situation resembles the
story of the elephant and seven blind men, with one difference in thai in
the case of description of Naxalism, the seven did not know each'others'
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